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September 7, 2011 
 

Marlene Dortch, Esq. 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 
RE: Notice of Ex Parte Communication, MB Docket No. 09-182 (2010 Quadrennial Review), 

MB Docket No. 07-294 (Diversity Proceeding), ET Docket No. 10-235 (Innovation in 
Broadcast Television Bands Proceeding), EB Docket No. 04-296 (Emergency Alert 
System), MM Docket 98-204 (Equal Employment Opportunity), and IB Docket No. 11-
133 (Foreign Ownership) 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
This reports on two meetings held September 6, 2011.  The first was with Sherrese Smith, Senior 
Counsel and Legal Advisor to the Chairman.  Representing MMTC at this meeting were Julia 
Johnson, Treasurer and myself.  The second meeting included representatives from the Media 
Bureau:  William Lake, Bureau Chief, Kris Monteith, Deputy Bureau Chief, Michael Wagner, 
Assistant Audio Division Chief, Hillary DeNigro, Industry Analysis Division Chief, Martha 
Heller, Industry Analysis Deputy Division Chief, and Barbara Kreisman, Video Division Chief.  
Representing MMTC at the second meeting were Julia Johnson, Treasurer, Jacqueline Clary, 
Fellow and myself. 
 
Attached is a document, “Seven Proposals on Broadcast Regulation,” that was distributed and 
discussed at these meetings. 
 
During the second meeting I elaborated upon the handout by noting: 
 

• The seven proposals should be considered as a package.  Together they comprehensively 
address each element of diversity – access to capital, spectrum, employment and 
information. 

  
• The legislative history to justify a tax certificate policy already exists.  An updated 

version of the policy could address previous concerns by being race neutral, 
encompassing media and telecom, and capping deal size and total program size.  The 
Commission should coordinate with the White House to determine how a tax certificate 
model could also be used to increase diversity in ownership and content by working it 
into legislation to incentivize broadcasters to participate in spectrum auctions. 
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• The Minority Ownership Incubation Proposal is responsive to Prometheus Radio Project 
v. FCC (3d Cir., July 7, 2011), in which the Court vacated several FCC decisions and 
retained jurisdiction.  

 
• Policies that foster move-ins, such as the policy clarifying that eligible entities can take 

up to 18 months to construct major modifications with expedited treatment, help minority 
broadcasters, which are disproportionately located on AM, to achieve financial viability 
and reach their target audience.   

 
• Establishing an Advisory Committee to make recommendations on the use of TV 

Channels 5/6 would allow all stakeholders to work together to find the best way to 
advance the public interest by allowing AM stations, LPFM, and NCE stations to migrate 
to Channels 5/6.  

 
 Relaxation of the foreign ownership policy would provide struggling broadcasters with 

capital and open the door for potential reciprocal investment in other countries.  
Reciprocity must be required as part of a trade negotiation. 

 
• Multilingual EAS is a moral issue of high priority due to the critical nature of emergency 

information during and after a disaster.  MMTC is preparing a memo on the FCC’s 
authority to act and will be submitting it to the Commission shortly.    

 
• We are also hopeful that the FCC will issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding 

the Diversity Committee’s race neutral proposal on the Overcoming Disadvantages 
Preference standard.1 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  David Honig 
 
David Honig 
President and Executive Director 
 
Attachment:  Seven Proposals on Broadcast Regulation (Revised August 1, 2011) 
 
 
 

                                                
1 See Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age, 
Recommendation on Preference for Overcoming Disadvantage (October 14, 2010), available at 
http://transition.fcc.gov/DiversityFAC/recommendations.html (follow link to “Recommendation 
on Preference for Overcoming Disadvantage”) (last visited September 7, 2011). 



 



 
 



 
 



 


